
  ABATTOIRS de Casablanca 
La Fabrique Culturelle (The Cultural Factory) 

Address: 
Angle rue des Oudayas et Jaafar Barmaki,  
Hay Mohammadi, Casablanca 
Morocco 
 
Phone: 
+212654800539 
 
Website, Resources and Related Articles:  
Abattoirs de Casablanca 
The National 
 
Key Persons: 
Dounia Benslimane; Cultural Coordinator 
 

 
Mission* 
To transform the site into a "Cultural Factory”; contemporary, resolutely urban and 
with a strong commitment to young talent (…) a place of avant-garde creation, 
production and distribution of the Urban Arts by placing transversality at the heart of 
reflection and artistic expression.  
 
* Mission translated from French and taken from Rapport Abattoirs, 2009. 
 
History 

At the turn of the 20th century, Casablanca experienced a significant population influx, and 
with that came industrialization. In 1917, within the industrial district located on the edge of 
Casablanca, a brand new, “state of the art” slaughterhouse was built. This slaughterhouse 
introduced emerging architectural design and included hygiene specific advancements including a 
boiler, water treatment, and cooling system. The slaughterhouse was operational until 2000, when 
a new plant was built in another district, and the fate of the slaughterhouse was now up for grabs. 
In 2002, the idea of transforming the old slaughterhouse into a cultural center emerged from 
previous plans to replace it with real estate. 
 In 2003, artist George Rousse became the first artist in residence at the old 
slaughterhouse. During that same year, The International festival of Video Arts entered the 
slaughterhouse to film and show there as well. During this time, the slaughterhouse was opened to 



the public for the first time. It wasn’t until 2008, however, that the slaughterhouse was agreed upon 
and dedicated to becoming a “Factory for the Arts,” by the Council of the City of Casablanca and 
Casamémoire Association. Since then, the Cultural Factory has had roughly 50 shows a year, and 
welcomed over 500,000 visitors.  
 
 
Upcoming Events: 
 

Calendar Wednesday Roots 
April 10, 2013, 19:30 

• Cultural policy question and answer session for the Popular Movement.  
 
Conference: “Freedom of expression and creation in the Arab world” 
April 12-14, 2013 
Opening, April 12, 15:00 

• Sponsored by the Performing Arts “Theatre and Culture” Festival 
 
Artist Kenza Drissi 
April 20-April 30, 2013 
Opening, April 20, 17:00 

 
 
 
Cultural Connections 

The Cultural Factory brings together many different organizations, artists, styles, and 
contemporary performers to the slaughterhouse stage. Since 2008, the Cultural factory has created 
a “collective,” a group of associations, actors, and artists who actively participate in the 
slaughterhouse activities and openings. The Cultural Factory also welcomes all visitors for free to 
come and enjoy their openings and events. Oftentimes, many different performers and artists will be 
on display or shown at an opening at the same time. This encourages collaboration amongst and 
between the arts and to reduce cultural divisions that oftentimes separate cultural functions. A 
complete list of the supporting collective is located at the end of this summary.  

 
Challenges 
 A major challenge facing the Cultural Factory is continued government support and funding. 
In 2008, the Council of the City approved a one-year lease of the space for development and an 
opening event. In 2010, writer for the National, Ursula Lindsay (2010), stated that the City council 
is “dragging their feet” to sign a long term contract for the slaughterhouse (para. 12). As of the 
2011 Activity Report, they are still waiting on this contract. Lindsay (2010) goes on to explain that 
the Moroccan cultural policy is geared toward supporting official institutions and high profile tourist 
events, used to show the country in a positive light, and “A cultural centre in a low-income 
neighbourhood, run by a loose coalition of independent groups that targets local audiences and 



groups and features avant-garde and street art” (para.13) isn’t high priority for government 
officials. Because of lack of contracted support from the City Government, the Cultural Factory has 
difficulties receiving the funding it needs to flourish.  
 After visiting the Cultural Factory, two major challenges I personally faced throughout my 
research of the Cultural Factory is location and lack of advertisement.  The slaughterhouse is 
located in the industrial meat district, and when I visited during the day, I only encountered working 
class men. As a foreign female, I didn’t feel safe within that area by myself, could not find a taxi 
willing to pick me up and take me out of the industrial district. I would not venture out there again 
without someone driving. This is limiting to the visitors they are hoping to attract. Also, from the 
street, the building looks abandoned, with no advertisement, or signs until we walked inside the 
complex. Furthermore, once arriving at the complex, there were zero on-site representative or 
office personnel to be found. This is disheartening after speaking with someone on the phone 
saying we could visit anytime.  
 
The Future 

The main focus of the Cultural Factory at the present moment is funding. In order to develop 
a future for the slaughterhouse, the Cultural Factory needs backing from the Council of the City and 
funding to begin developing new projects, supporting its artists, and bring much needed cash flow 
to the low-income neighborhood.  
 
 
The Slaughterhouse Cultural Factory Collective: 

 
• The Moroccan Association of Fashion Designers 
• The Moroccan Association of Skateboarding 
• Metis Arts':  

o Mission to democratize art with a focus on 
tolerance, equality, and artistic freedom.  

• Casamémoire:  
o Association for heritage preservation 

• Casaprojecta:  
o Mission to develop the cultural city by 

organizing events, workshops, video, 
photography, and visual arts. 

• Company 2 K-Far:  
o An organization for the development of 

choreographic art. 
• The EAC Boulevart 

o Promotion and development of Urban Culture.  
 

• Extramuros:  
o Mission to promote art in all its forms.  

• Performing Arts Foundation 
o Mission to rehabilitate theatrical art 

• Urban Initiative:  
o Mission to promote and participate in 

community action. 
• Irisson 

o  Center of Visual Arts and New Media 
• Source Lion:  

o A collaborative resource and space for 
contemporary artists 

• Roots:  
o Moroccan representative for the African 

Cultural Network.  
• Umji:  

o Moroccan Union Jazz and Improvisation 
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